
The voting age population (VAP) refers to the total 
number of persons of voting age regardless of citizen-
ship, military status, felony conviction or mental state. 
The Bureau of the Census is the source for the VAP 
estimates.

Since the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, 
non-voters cannot be removed from registration rolls of 
a county until two federal elections have been held. So, 
for instance, if a person moved in December 2012 from 
one county to another, that person could be counted as 
a non-voter in the previous county of residence through 
the general election of November 2016. 

These are called “suspense voters” on county rolls 
and have affected the statistical reports of the percent-
age of registered voters participating in elections.

In the early 1970s, various election reforms were 
enacted by the Legislature, including eliminating the re-
quirement for an annual registration and allowing for a 
continuing voter registration system. 

The presidential elections have a larger voter turnout 
than off-year and state elections. — RP

Sources: Federal Election Commission and the Texas Sec-
retary of State office.
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Percent of VAP 
that voted 46.5 43.7 45.6 46.1 44.3 41.0 47.6 44.3 47.6 45.6 46.1 44.9
Percent of 

registered voters 
that voted

59.4 58.6 59.5 56.6 51.8 53.2 72.9 66.2 68.3 68.4 64.8 66.6
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